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History will never be the same again! This spirited reading of the first in Susan Wise Bauer's Story

of the World history series brings to life the stories and records of the peoples of ancient times. Now

more than ever, other countries and customs affect our everyday lives-and our children need to

learn about the people who live all around the globe. Susan Wise Bauer has provided a captivating

guide to the history of the ancient world. Written in an engaging, straightforward manner, The Story

of the World weaves world history into a storybook format. This volume covers the major historical

events from the years 1600 to 1850â€•from Elizabeth I to the gold rush in California. This Story of

the World audiobook is a collaboration between Jim Weiss, whose voice has been described as

â€œliquid goldâ€• (CNN-TV), and Susan Wise Bauer, whose writing has been described as

â€œtimeless and intelligentâ€• (Publishers Weekly). It may be used along with the print books (The

Story of the World Volume 3 Text Book, Activity Book, and Tests; each sold separately), as a

supplement to a traditional history curriculum, or independently. Approximately 11 hours on 9 CDs.
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We are now on disc 8 out of the 9 disc audio version of Story of the World Volume III by Susan Wise

Bauer. My son(6.5) and I continue to love this series. My daughter(2) alternates between yelling "No

Story of the World! Music CD!" from the back seat, or paradoxically, sometimes asking for it. I'm not

deluding myself into thinking my two year old has learned anything from thirty plus hours of listening

to SOTW volumes 1-3, but I think it hasn't hurt her language development at all to listen to

speaking, stories, and big vocabulary words.For his part, my son told me recently:"Mom, I'll tell you



what history is about. It's about Christians fighting Muslims, Muslims fighting Christians, Catholics

fighting Protestants, and Protestants fighting Catholics. Every once in a while a real powerful guy

comes along and builds up a great empire. But then after a while the empire gets all messed up."I

found this reflection to be both wise and poignant, especially since it was coming from my six year

old. This is not to say that I found SOTW III very dark or depressing, because it was not. There were

a lot of wonderful stories of historical heroes, heroines, brave explorers, and noble defenders.SOTW

III is also the only book for children that I have been able to find that discusses John Locke

specifically. There is a good, five minute section about Locke and his theory that in a natural state

all men are equal and have the right to pursue life, liberty and possessions. The theories created by

John Locke flow straight into the creation of America, and so SOTW III also includes some early

American history. In fact, it goes into more detail about certain parts of American history than the AP

US History text I had in 11th grade.
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